L A T

;Qppro\}e(i For Release 2003/08{.08 : CIA-RDF’_80-00809A000500270138-7

| 25x1 | |

SECRET

25X1 | I
‘ CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT 25X -
COUNTRY ~ Czechoslovakia
SuBJECT Uranh;m Ore Mines in Horni Slavkov, "Barbora' and lLes-—
. nice/ New Mines in Beroun Area/ New Glove Factory in
‘ Dobris. . HIEE
- 25X1
DATE DISTR, &8 Nov 53

5 O 0 ]
) |
D' ™k UNITID STATES. TITHIN THEMEANING OF TITLE 183, SECTIONS 793

' Flﬂ 14, OF "'l U, GUOE, AB AMENDED. 1T TRANGMISEION OB AEVE.

NO. OF PAGES “f 7
r

NO. OF ENCLS.

-k LANO!I or lfl conrnn TO ON RECRIAT By an llrlAUl‘anllB raasen el

SUPP. TQ

'§ THIS | ns UNEVALUATED INFORMAT |ON REPORT WNO.

25X1

1. The 'Ba.rborn"‘ mine comes under the Jurisdiction of the iunspectorate of Jachymov
mines |:Ln Horni lavkov. The"Barboremine is : »300 meters deep,
with six .'Levela et 5Q-zmeter vertical intervals. Each level has one main
arift with elecyr:l.c lighting and narrow-gauge raill lines for battery driven loco-
motives which Pull ore carts from verious side passeges to the main loadiog cnge.

8ide paasnses are not electrlcally luminated; the miners use carbide lamps. The
dr:!.l:l.er. and hnmora ere driven by compressed air. Each evel hwnsiits own mechanicel
repair.‘ahop. ‘:

2. Produetion. ‘.I.‘he firet level of the "Barbora" mine yielded some 60 truckloads of
Ccrude ore per shift. (Bach truckload contains sbout 10 quintals of material). Of
thease 60 truckloadn » about six were of pwre uranium ore, or samcalled smolnice
(pitchblende) The mine had relatively large veins of pitchblende which wexre up to
50 centimeters thick, and extended along the entire crift. In the event that a
team encountered. such a vein of pitchblende, the tean had immediately to spread a
tarpaulin on the: ground and load all the pitchblende onto this sheet. TFrom the
sheet the mterial vas loaded into trucke. Each work team consicted of three
persons and mined from 10 tc 12 truckloads of material per shift. During the

* loading of these: ore trucks, the team was ruquired to announce the nuuber of the
truck before a.nd after loading. This provision was introduced af'ter some of the
numbera on the tpxcka vere loat on the surfuce (or deliberately misplaced). I do

not lmow the total yield from the “"Barbora" mine.
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3. Procedure: The pure uranium ore (pitchblende) wes losded into metal barrels, sad
Transported somewhere into the Jachymov area, ynder guard. The guard detuils were
members of the SNB (Sbo¥ Narodni Bezpecnosti, National Security Corps). The
remaining wranium ore, which happened to be mixed with rocx and ecarth was first
+taken to the sorting plents.

25X1 Y. Persounel: There wWere two soviet engineers the “B " |
‘ and one Czech englneer
25X1 Other ese, the porsonnsl at the mine consisted of about 300 civilian

workers, and 150 convicts, in three shifts. Of the totel numbor, sbout 20 Lwonust

25X1 Were miners, eand the remainder only re-scigoled miners and helpers. About 0
10:%-1:. of the entire personnel was devoted to clerical duties. Women were
employed on the surface am collectors (iolektorky, sigq).

S. Wages: Voges fluctusted according to the work norms, and (mainiy) to the quanidty
o% pitchblende mined. The asverage wege was about 5,000 to 6,000 crowus a moathe
Some persins, true to the regima, earncd asc much as 20,000 erowns a menth,
because the administration of the mine made 1t possible for those peaple always to
be assigned to the sectors ylelding the richest velns of pitohblende; mining this
relatively pure ore produced average eornings whioh wexe ebout thxes times ap
groeat as those produced by vorking with regular oree. Aboud TO- FHESBNGNRI N
personuel at the mine had no political affiliation; thess workerw . had |
essigned to the mine to serve penal sentences. The ramalalng 30K !
Commmanist Party members, were utilized, for the most pmxb, in 1iy
tasks, or vare funstionariee of the Party, of the Revoluticnary ¢
Mevemsnt, oxr of the faotory counsil.

H. Shifba end ehsentaeism: The mine worked in three shifis, exaept on Sundays when
only the ocnviats workeds The SNB guarded both the mine itself and the conviota
employed therc. Horale of the workers wes bad, dwe to their low earninge and the.
£aot thet they hed to work very hard (herder than before), becsuse the nerms wera
constantly being increasaed. Workers were very frequently drunk, and migsed shifts
o .c that absenteciesm was quite heavy. For thesa roasons the administration
ordercd that enyone missing two shifts without rightfwlly oxeusing the action would
forfeit his supplementary ration card (issued to hesvy workers) and simultansovely
be disqualified from receiving any special alletments normally given to miners in
these wranium nmines. Anyons missing two shifts had, acgording to existivg -regula-
tion, to be tried in cowrt for ssbotaging the Five Year Plan. :

URANIUM ORE MINE "LESNICE™ IN HORNI SLAVKOV

[The exact location of this mine is indicated by oirel¢d avuber 2 on Encloswre C;
for detelled description see Enslosure B with legends/

%. The Lesndae mine is about 200 meters deep, has four lavels with a fifth under
construction, and aomes under the Jurisdickion of the inspectorate in Horal Ylavkov.
The first level of this miue 1s connected by pacsage o the Svatopluk mins.

[S'ee Enclosure C _._7 A batterndriven, nexrrow-gauge idne losomotive plies this
connecting passage. ‘'he rest of the mine equipment ims the seme a&a that at the
‘Barbord! minae

Production: The Lesnice mine yielded 240 truckloeds of materiel per shift, the
crude ore con gbout 15 .&..v .. good, radloactiva ore. The radliomctive ore
was transported daily to an unknown locatlon by trucks under UNB gwards. I cannot
egstimate the percentage of uranium in the ore. .
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Eersonnel: The Lesnice mine employs sbout 300 civilian 'woz.‘kerz -and. sous, 250 .
convicts in three shifts. -Of the total number, aiout 100 are akilled. mq;., .
“The convicts working in thg mine are serving heavy. sentenes, aad- ‘manywho )bave
been working in the mine Tor four years or mord eré airesdy well acquainbed:with
uran:hm_o:ra mini.ng - 1,40 not recall the names of the managing personalities.’

The wagea :or Lesnicé are the same as those for Barboral . The- politﬂc&'l. -ddvicicn
of employees was about the same as that at Barbora. The mins- m tbe cwm.oﬂl wore
guarded by the SNB. :

~ NEW URANIUM MINES IN THE BERCUN ARBA . oo

[The exect locotion of the mines is indicated By the ciraléd muaber 1 on Em:lome
D_.] Thesce mines were opetied toward the end of 1951 and come unm the amnaic-
tion of the Jachymov inspectorate. The mines were opsned i an atea &mﬁ.s

the site of the sanatorium for pulmopary diseases, cellad."Na Plesi®. -Tais . .
inetm;tion was Aiscontinued.snd the facilities transfexTed. 10 tbe: Noskoyk™ -
“sanatorium, [circled mwher 2, Enclosure Df, The ore from theoe- mg A : RS
transported Jachynov. Wil

NEW, LARGE FACTORY FOR THE FROIUCTION OF cmvxa ™ rmnm A

o ‘axmct location of the *a0tory is :Lndico.t«a by the ouohd m %1 qn
"wlnaum D./ The glove factory in Dobris woo completed 18 195L.. It mpmﬂ.niu
1of & six=-story building with extremely moderd aquipmente ALlL sheps. and m:
"¢f the fectory are contrally heated, and some heavy dwty eleoirical cshlen Jeed
into the'@iobs. (These cobles are uot neecded for glove masnufastuxra, Wt 4% 4s
oadd awmeng the workexs that the factory wes desigued to be converted. to. wex :
produsticn at very ehort notice.) The factory also had & M)-nom h’.&h M e
mka Btonk. . .
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BNGLOSURES: (r) BSketoh-mep of "Bezhora™ mine, with legemd e
"~ (£) Sketch~-msp of “Lesnice” mine, with legend e
{¢) Map of Cheb, showin: leeations of "Barbom" "mma“ m
' "Svavopluk” uwraniwm mines RIS .
() Mep.of Beroun, :Lndicatins pines snd glove factory
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| Degeud fom:Enclasure (A) Barbora Mine

l.. Main entzraice to the mire; wooden gate interwoven with barbed wire.
: 2. Wooden ground floor building 8 x I meters, with tarpaper doof; this is the
i information office and & clerk is constantly on duty.
¥ . 3. B8NB Guardhouse; ground floor oullding 10 x 5 meters.
4, Uranium ore sorting plant,] ground £loor buildinz 30 x 10 meters.
: i 5e Dit head towur; wooden conrtmtion with electrically dxriven cages, 10 x 10 x 7
1 * meters.
1; | 6. Weshrocms apd locker rooms; wooden eround floor bulilding 30 x 10 meters.
‘ i Ts Clothing warehouse; wooden ground L£loor bullding 15 x 5 meters.
| 8. office, wooden ground floor building 30 x 10 meters.
¥ | 9. Lamp shop ond issuance of atanps [' X 37' as ebove 15 x 5 meters.
3 10. Offices; structure es above, 30 x 10 meters.
P 1. Meckaenics workehop; structure as above, 30 x 10 meters.
12, Mound of waste material..
13. Guard towers; wooden conatruction; ebout 6 meters high with o osbin mounted on
| top. . Tho cabin has affording s view in all directions. The towers
i are counglantly manned by |8NB. .
I 11‘*- Barbed wire fence surrounding the mine and the convict stockefie; the fencs is
I e sbout 3 mters high ond meunted on wooden posts. The fencing 4is arraunged in o
‘ aouble rov with a 1.5 meter wids gap in betwecn ths two walls of fencing. Tbis
ji f gap. 48 covered with white sand and constautly patrolled by GNB menberse |
1 15. Conviot steokede for sbout 250 men employed &t tho -Barbore mine; the camp coneists
1 ~_of amevercl ground £100r, wooden huts,- omch about 35 x 12 meters.
- 116+ Bingle~tresk railrond line. ' h
housing the Boviet engineors.

| 1Te Waoden twomstory building,
i3 10. Suone railroad bridge.
1 19. Rolled okres /seconderyt/ baghvay.
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FQR_@{?}Q_{EQR'EQQloﬁuI:G(13:2 Lesnice Uranium Mine

le
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3.

| .
Main entrence to T.he mine, foxrmed by & wooden galte, interwoven with barbed wirce

Woodsn building under construction, sbout 10 x 6 meters.

Wooden ground flcor building,| sbous 6 x 6 meters, housing the gaaerator for
electric power,| to be used ip case the main power line beccmes unusables
‘The mine snd the cemp for pisoners ig surrounded by searchlights, mounted
on wooden posts ], which illuminate the entire installation at night.

SNB Guerd house, wooden ground floor bullding 25 x 10 meters.

Clothing warchouse, woodea ground floor building, 25 x 1O maters.

Offices and enterprise counnil; same as above 25 x 10 motora.

Mechonlceal workshop; conuymtion same as above, 25 x 10 maters.

Pit head tower; steel e»~struction, newly erected in 1952.

Uraniwn oxe sorting D) b vor[:dnn ground floor bullding 15 x 6 metmrs.

Uraniun ore werehoussj sene as sbove 20 x 9 meters.

Mounds for vaste materials |

Lamp shop; wooden ground £2oor tullding about 5 x 7 materss

Looker rooms and -muhimmé wooden ground fleor bullding 25 % 9 netors.

Wooden guard towers, about 6 meters talljy SNB guerds are on dconstant duty hexe.

Convicts camp for abowt 300 pexrsons enployed at this mine conainsting of several
wooten berrackea % 12 motexrs.

Barbed wire romafw the mine and the conviot camp; the leyout of the
fente 48 the same as for the Dexbora mina.

Rodlxcad way atations : 0o

Single-treck rallroad line.
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